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Memorandum

To:		Interested parties 

From:		Susanne Miller, Director, Bureau of Remediation and Waste Management
Carla Hopkins, Director, Division of Materials Management 
Brian Beneski, Supervisor, Recycling Programs
Elena Bertocci, Environmental Specialist

Date:		April 16, 2026

Re:		Chapter 426, Responsibilities Under the Returnable Beverage Container Law 

Chapter 426, Responsibilities Under the Returnable Beverage Container Law, governs the beverage container redemption program (“program”), established by Manufacturers, Distributors, and Dealers of Beverage Containers, 38 M.R.S. §§ 3101-3119. Chapter 426 was last updated in 2017 when oversight of the program transitioned from the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to the Department of Environmental Protection (“Department”). The changes made at that time were limited to those required to facilitate this transition. The program’s underlying statute has been adjusted many times since 2017, most significantly through Public Law 2023 ch. 482 - An Act to Modernize Maine's Beverage Container Redemption Law. Among other things, P.L. 2023 ch. 482 required all initiators of deposit (“IODs”) to join commingling groups to commingle their containers and required the commingling groups to set up a commingling cooperative. P.L. 2023 ch. 482 tasked the commingling cooperative with creating a plan to facilitate the transition from sorting redeemed beverage containers by brand to sorting by size, deposit value, and material type and with coordination of IOD responsibilities going forward. Chapter 426 must be updated accordingly. 

On October 16, 2025, the Department requested that the Maine Board of Environmental Protection (“BEP”) post proposed amendments to Chapter 426 for public comment and a public hearing, thereby beginning the formal process of updating these regulations. The Board held a public hearing on December 4, 2025. Public notice of the hearing was made in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, 5 M.R.S. §§ 8001-11008, including posting of the proposed rule on the Department’s website on November 10, 2025, and in the Secretary of State’s weekly notices on November 12, 2025. The written comment period closed on December 15, 2025.

The Department received a substantial amount of public feedback. During the 120 days following the close of the public comment period, the Department worked to incorporate substantial additions to Chapter 426 in response to these comments. However, the Department needs more time to adequately incorporate the feedback received from the public and regulated community. Therefore, rather than continuing the rulemaking started in October, the Department let the rulemaking lapse. The Department plans to submit a new proposal to the BEP once staff has adequately reviewed and incorporated the public feedback into Chapter 426.
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